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Teufelsbrücke (Devil’s Bridge)

HISTORY
OF ANDERMATT
The natural diversity of Andermatt fascinated the writer Johann Wolfgang von Goethe over 250 years ago: “Of all the
places I know, it’s the dearest and most interesting.” The eventful and interesting history of the region of the Gotthard
Pass goes back even much farther. Around 1200 the imposing Schöllenen Gorge was mastered. Construction of a bridge
across the Reuss, thundering downward to the valley, seemed so venturesome to later generations that they named it
after the devil. Soon the newly opened gateway to the south was seized by keen businessmen. Among those who profited where the locals, who established a law that only they were authorized to transport goods over the Gotthard.
Many legends go back to the year 1799, when Russian General Alexander Suworow drove Napoleon’s troops from the
Schöllenen Gorge. In the 19th century Andermatt grew into one of the first alpine holiday destinations. In 1872 the
Grand Hotel Bellevue was opened as the first luxury hotel in the Gotthard region, visited by such illustrious guests as
Queen Victoria. Andermatt soon became one of the most famous holiday destinations in Switzerland. This was based
on – then as it is now – the traditional openness of the Andermatt people to guests from around the world. In the 20th
century Andermatt became one of the most important training bases of the Swiss Army. In 1937 one of Switzerland’s
first ski lifts opened in the Nätschen-Gütsch ski area.
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A much greater engineering feat was celebrated in 1882 with the completion of the railway tunnel through the Gotthard. The autobahn tunnel followed in 1980, and since 2016 international trains have been rolling through the longest
rail tunnel in the world, the 57-kilometre-long Neat Base Tunnel.
In addition to the Gotthard Tunnel, the spectacular pass roads around Andermatt draw international attention. The
Furka Pass became world famous in 1964 as a James Bond film setting. In the legendary film “Goldfinger” Sean Connery
raced in an unforgettable chase scene over the Furka Pass.
Andermatt Swiss Alps is adding new milestones to the historic timeline of Andermatt. Construction of the Holiday
Village Andermatt Reuss began in 2009. In 2013 the doors of the 5-star deluxe hotel The Chedi Andermatt opened – fittingly, on the same spot where some 150 years ago the Grand Hotel Bellevue pampered its guests. And the first apartment houses in Holiday Village Andermatt Reuss have been occupied since 2014.
Famous visitors in Andermatt
Heads of Government/Royals
Queen Victoria, Queen of Great Britain
Ulysses Simpson Grant, US President
Winston Churchill, British Prime Minister
Artists
Francesco Petrarca, Italian poet
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, German writer
William Turner, British painter
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy, German composer and conductor
Charles Dickens, British author (Oliver Twist)
Richard Wagner, German composer
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, British writer (Sherlock Holmes)
Sean Connery, the first James Bond
Elvis Presley, American entertainer
Ugo Rondinone, sculptor
Others
Carlo Borromeo, Cardinal Archbishop of Milan
General Suworow, Russian general
Alexander von Humboldt, German naturalist
Guillaume-Henri Dufour, founding member of the Red Cross

